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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430 pn.,
and read prayers.

BILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon. J. Nicholson and read a
firgt time, ’

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth day.
Debate resumed from previous day.

Hon. E. ROSE (Southswest) : It was not my
inténtion to speak on the Address-in-reply but,
owing to the unfottunate absence of my eol-
league (Mr. Ewing), I have been asked to say
a few words. I wish to add my congratulations
to you, Sir, on vour elevation to the office of
President, and I feel certain no member of this
House, or any future member, will ever regret
your appointment to the position. I cxpross
my deep regret at the death of Sir Henry Briggs,
& gentleman whom we all Jearned te esteem and
love ; and we hope that you, Sir, following in
his footatops, will live long to oceupy- the chair
88 Pregident. 1 am pleased that the Govern-
ment are continuing in a practical way the
settlement of the mon on the land. Thiz is,
no doubt, one of the best ways of stopping the
«deficit which has been accumulating during the
Inst throe or four years. The deficit now amounts
to three million pounds, and there is only one
way to cope with it-——by increasing production.
To inereage production, we must set to work in
a systematic way, not only to settle our returngd
#oldiers, but te provide land for anyone from
England or other parts of the werld requiring
it. In settling soldiers on the land, we must
make country life more attractive thidn it has
beon, In the past, the pioncers have been satis-
fied to go into the back blocks and start on their
own, without any conveniences in the shape of
telephones, telographs or mails, Now things
have aitered, and we should certainly make
farming more attractive for settlers. We should
provide telephonic communiecation wherever
possible and, -in the back blocks where trains
runt only once or twice a week, we should devise
means of running motor carriages on the lines.
These would bo inexpensive and would suffice
for passenger traffic and for carrying parcels
and mails. The pioneers in the back blocks
deserve every possible assistance and, if the
means I suggest were adopted, the Government
would be assisting them and would make their
life much more attractive than it is. In the
South-West we have a huge area of very rich
territory, We have sufficient land there to
gettle thousands and thousands of farmers,
From Fremantle to Albany, including the
Katanning and Narrogin districts, we have
hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of acres

dustry.

251

of Jand whick in time will be oceupied and
séttled. I am plessed the preeent Government
are tackling this problem in a proper and system-
atic way. Until such time. as the land has been
opened up, and a portion of it cleared, it will
not be possible to push ahead with settlement.
There are thousands of returned soldiers who
require a lot of education and & lot of assist-
ance beéfore they go on the land. To educate
the men going on the land, I advocate the estab-
lishment of agricultural colleges. I am sorry
tho Brunswick State Farm is to be cut up and
sold for settloment. That might have baeen
more profitably employed by the Government
if they had founded an agricultural ecollege
there, being, aa it is, in the midst of the dairying
industry, where -a college 8 so badly needed
for the education of the young men in the in-
The Brunswick State Farm has suffi-
cient buildings to accommodate a greet number
of men, Qnly this morning I had my eyes
opened by a visit to tho Ugly Men's Association
séhool in East Perth. There were over 100 men,
all returned soldiers, being edueated in every
branch of work required on the farm—carpen.
tering, blacksmithing, repairing harness, mach-
inery, and so forth. These men, 1 understand,
have been turaed down b,y the Repatriagion
Boatd beocause they hed had ne previous ex-
perience of farming, Tt s the intention of tho
Association. to oxtend the premises to make
room for several hundreds of men, and thus fit
them for settlement on the land. This is a
capital idea and one which should be carried
furthor. We should have an agricultural college
in the eastern districts and another in the South-
wesgt, The reason I advocate two is because
the conditions of the country are totally different.
The South-West is more of & dairying district,
and the eastern districts are more suitod for
wheat-growing and sheep raising. When we
congider the amount of money we are sending
out of the State every year to purchasc agri-
cultural produce, mainly dairy produce—nearly
a million. pounds & year-—we cannot help roslis-
ing how far the expénditure of thet money in
Western Australia would go towards stopping
the deficit with which we are faced annually.
I am not 2t all afraid of the future of Westemn
Australia or of the State not being able to meet
its obligations, When the amount of the sinking
fund is deducted from the total deficit, we are
only ahout £300,000 to the bad, and the Western

JAustralian pinking fund amounts te more than

those of all the other States put together. There-
fore, why should we be croaking pessimiate ¢ I
do nmot agree with Mr. Sanderson, who is ahvays
complaining about the deficit .and about the
State going to the dogs, The huge State of
Western Australin, with its good land, if properly
gettled with the population it should have, would
very soon overtake the deficit. T expect to see
the deficit continue for the next two years but,
after that, we ghould be able to reduce it and,
in a very few years extinguish it. Instead of
sending a million pounds awey every year for
farm produce, we should be'exporting. A few
yeara ago we had to import all the wheat and
Hour required in Western Australia, What are
we- doing to-day ? We are exporting and the
great atacks of wheat aré a monument to the
present Premier (Mr. Mitchell), I hope the
Mitchell Government, at the expiration of their
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term of office, will be able to point to the settle-
ment of the South-West as an equally fine monu-
ment to their administration. As regards agri-
cultural education, every man taking up farming
must learn the art. At one time people thought
anyone was good encugh to go on the land. TIf
a man was not good enough to take a position
in an office or to enter a profession, people said—
*Put him on the land.” Now it i8 recognised
that men going on the land require brains just
a8 much as in any other occupation. The
Government should give all possible encourage-
ment, to the secondary industries such as butter
and bacon factorics, As regards butter factories,
I would like more uniform treatment metod out.
When the Governmont advance money to start
such factories, there should be a settled rate of
intorest. The promoters of the factory in
Bunbury were able to borrow £5,000 a couple
of years ago &t 64 per cent. interest, In Northam,
o factory has been started and the Government
have lent them £5,000 for the first year free of
nterest, the second year two per cent., third year
three or four per cent., and after that an increased
rate of interest together with sinking fund,
All such industries should have the same assist-
ance on the same terms Numerous factoriea
are sterting all over Western Australia, and T
hope the assistance given to that at Northam
will be extended to all of them. For the firat
time the Government have thought fit to mention
Collie coal in the Governor's Spesch. The
Collia coalfield iy one of Western Australia’s
greatest amsets, and it is about time that the
Government realised the benefits of the coal
industry to Western Australia. The Collie
miners have been very loyal to Western Aus-
tralia throughout the strikes which have ocourred
ell over the world. Hete we have had sufficient
coal all along for home consumption and also
for the bunkering trade, In the pest Collie
coal was regarded as useless for bunkering pur-
poses, but now that the ships have been obliged
to fall back on it, they find it very good. 1
consider that the railways shouid in the future
be run exclusively with Collie coal, as in now
being done. The Govermment will, I trust,
continue to encourage local industries as they
have been doing. I was pleased to learn this
morning that there have been good raine in the
North-West, and I hope that they will continue
right throughout the Gascoyne and the Mur-
chieon district. I am sorry Mr. Mills is not
present. Some statements made by that hon.
membor the other doy regarding the South.
West show his ignorance of that .district. As
a member of this House he should, I think,
have made himself better -acquainted with the
conditions there. Ho paid that a friend of his
who had resided in the South-West for 30 years
compared that district to a potato with eyes
for good land and all the rest bad land. 1f Mr.
Mills knew the South-West as I do, he would
consider that the position is the other way about.
What was considered some of the worst land
of the South-West is now believed to be some
of the very bast; that is, from Pinjarra right
through to the plains country. Properly drained
that land would be some of the very best in the
State. Between the railway and the coast
there are large areas of land which could be put
under proper cultivation. Similerly, in the
eastern districts what were considered useless
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sand plains are new known to be some of the
best wheat growing areas in '‘the State. As re.
gards settlement of the South-West, I think we
shall have hundreds of thousands of settlers
there in years to come. I agree with Mr. Miles
that the North-West should not be neglected,
but where' a hundred returned soldiers could be
settled in the North, a thoussnd conld be setitled
in the South-West. I do not believe in neglecting
one part of the State in order to assist aneother,
but the Mitchell Government have already
mentioned that the North-West is to be settled,
In the matter of prices of foed, there is now
room not ouly for the grazier but alse for the
dairymen and the whent grower. Vast arcas
of Crown land in the North-West remain unoccu-
pied, and these must be taken up and settled.
Between Wyndham and Derby there is land
over which I have travelled, and I say that when
this land is opened up it will carry considerable
settloment and Jead to a large increase in the
number of our cattle and sheep. With the
establishment of freezing works it is to be hoped
that the prices of beel and mutton will e reduced
vory considarably. I do not wonder at anyone
crying out against the present prices of beef and
mutton and other necessarics of life. The man
working for 10s. a day must find it extremely
difficult to make ends meet. The Governwent
cortainly have a policy for settling the South-
West, but I should strongly advise them to be
careful in their purchases not to pay too high
prices for hilly country. My oxperience of
that country is that it cannot be cultivated,
being too steep and being liable to scour out and
wash away intoe the flats. From what I hear,
some of the land repurchased for closer settle-
ment is too hilly, and the prices paid for it are
guch thet the land is over-capitalised, so that
the séttler on it will not have good prospects
of sucoess. The South-West and also the
eastern districts certainly require additional
railway communication, I know some hon.
members hold that for the prosent we have
done sufficient in the way of railway construc-
tion and should not incur further expenditure
on that for some time ; but cheap lines might
be construeted, at a cost of £1,000 to £1,500
per mile, in the good lend which is not yet settled.
1 would not advocate expensive lines capable
of carrying traffic at high speed. All that is
needed is a raikway capable of carrying products
and passenger traffic at a moderate rate
of speed. Spur lines might be constructed
in the country between Bridgetown and
Albany which will give a living to sobtlers
on blocks of 10 or 20 acres. That a very
good living can be made on blocks of that
size has already been proved in the South-West,
A sottler told me recently that he had bought
five aoros of land in Benger swamp last year,
and had put in thres acres of potatoes, with
the result that he had alrcady paid the price
of the land and his working costs and now had
the land to the good. Tlozens of other settlers
bave been similarly successful. One of the best
planks in the Government policy is the opening
up of the country. Lime is badly needed by
our agriculturists, and I am glad that the lime
deposits are being developed. This will be of

great advantage to the farming industry. There

are various other matters I might have touched
on, but I do not think it necessary for me to d
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#0 now, as other members have spoken on them
at length. I am sorry that Mr. Ewing is un-
avoidably absent. Mr. Miils happened to say
that the South-Western country was useless,
a3 was evidenced by the fact that a number of
the old settlers had left the South-West and
eleared out to the North. But the hon. member
forgot to say that all the young men who left
the South.West for the North, as soon as they
kad made a little money returned to the South-
West and took up land there. If those young
fellows, including myself, had bad the assistance
of the Government to the extent of £1,000 in
gettling on a ferm in the South.-West, I know
none of them would have gone to the North
and spent the best part of their lives there.
Numbers of sottlers in the South-West have
done well without Government assistance, and
ure, in fact, independent to-day, As regards
Mr. Dodd's remarks on socialism, [ am a socialist
to a certain extent and in certain respects, but
I do not think the Government should largely
compete with private enterprise.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY (Central): I regret
very much that circumstances over which I
have no control have provonted me from giving
much thought to the contents of the Governor’s
Speech. However, permit me, Mr. President,
to join in the congratulations which other mem-
bers have tendered to you on your election to
the presidential Cheir, a position which I feel
cortain you will fill with dignity, and with entire
satisfaction to yourself and to the House. I
had not the pleasure of previously sitting in
this Council with Dr, Saw, and I now join with
other members in heartily welecoming him on
his return from the Front, where he has given
of his best skill and energy in the relief of sutfering,
Recently I read a book giving a descripiion of
the beart-rending cases which come hefore
the medical man and bia able assistant, the
nurse, at the Front. However, let us hope that
this war will be the last; that the curtain,
having been rung down- on the greatest war
of history, will never rise on such events again,
Millions of money have gone up in smoke, and
the flower of humanity has gone under. With
regard to my old friend Mr. Panton, my pleasure
at his advent to this Chamber is second only to
the more signiticant view I take of his election.
I allude to the good judgment of the poople
of the province which he now represents here.
I took a cortain part in the election at Albany
some few months ago, spending about a fortnight
in the district. I suppose. I may claim to be
one of the 14 * spruikors” who took part in the
election. Mr. Scaddan, who was nbt even a
member of Parliament although a Minister of
the Crown, was holding, I consider, a most
indecent position, and one which constitutes
a disgrace to rcsponsible government. At the
spamc time it must be acknowledged that the
peoplo of Albany took the same view of Mr.
Seaddan as the present Government have taken,
inasmuch as Albany returned Mr. Scaddan
as its member.

Hon, H. J. Saundzrs: Very sensible, too.

Hox.J. W. HICKEY : Possibly ; but the people
of Albany will have an spportunity of reviewing
their judgment on & future oceasion. How-
ever, those people elooted Mr. Scaddan. But,
having an interest in the election and having
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visited various portions of the electorate, I was
at a loss to know what particuler line of action
Mr. Scaddan would {ollow, Iknew perfectly well
that if he touched on politics at all he was gone.
I hardly knew what other line he was going to
adopt. My first attendance at one of Mr.
Scaddan’s meetings was at Mt. Batker, where he
spoke for about 40 minutes without touching
on anything at all in the nature of politica, His
whole ateck in trade was law and order. Mr.
Seaddan placed before the people of Albany the
issue that they had to decide between the
negation of law and order, as represented by Mr,
Johnson, and conetituted authority, os represented
by Mr. Scaddan. He told them that if they
supported Mr. Johnson they would be
standing for Bolshevism and mob-role and ’
for the red-raggers of the 'Frades Hall We
have heard that sort of thing before. Mr.
Scaddan persisted that the only issue that
mattered was mob rule versus constituted au-
thority, Hvidently the voters took him at his
word, for they elected him by a large
majority. It must be remembered that the
eloction took place shortly after the trouble at
the Fremantle wharf, and that the cloctors of
Albeny were far removed from the scene and
therefore aould not be expeated to have a true
appreciation of the facts. -Consequently, it is
particularly pleasing to know that tho people
of the West Province, situated so much eloser
to the scone of the strife, have returned to Parlia-
ment, Mr. Panton, who took a very active interest
in the trouble from start to finish. By their
aotion the people of the West Province have
given the lio direct to the Albany electors, who
acceptod the Government as representing law
and order. I regard the vote of the electors of
the West, Province as upholding the attitude of
the Labour party in that trouble at Fremantle,
I have been rather surprised to find in the Specch
no referonce to law and order. It eeems that
nowadays no specch is delivered in this Chamber
or outside without scme referonce being made
to law and order and oconstituted authority.
Apparently the Government are now going to
drop that stunt and look for something new.
A couple of yoars ago it was conseription, then
it changed to nationalism, and more recently
to law and order and constituted authority.
Howoever, even these apparently reccived their
death blow when Mr. Panton was elocted. 1t
would seem that the (Jovernment have resur-
rected these old cries from the dark ages. Every
tyrant that ever ruled a people has hidden

himself behind the same cries of law and
ordor and constitutecd authority. This has
heen shown right through history. In modem

times the greatest exponents we have had of
congpituted authority have been Kaiser Bill of
Germany and Kaiser Bill of Australia. Both
those men have barracked for law and order,
putting it each in his own way. Thoy have
tntroduced the iron heel and endeavoured to
suppress what we regard as fair and legitimate
means of obtaining what oennot be obtained
by any other course. 1 was struck by a few
remaris from Mr. Allen. I had not the pleasure
of listening to the hon. member, but I have
made a few notes from * Hansard » of what he
said. The newspapers gave no prominence to
mony of his vemarks. 1 never for s moment
thought our friend was so warlike as, apparently,
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he is. T have no desire to go back to the Sunday
at Fremantle, I happened to be in Bunbury
at the time, endeavouring to raise a few pounds
to meet the poverty that had arisen in Fremantle.
Mr. Allen referred to the poverty which existed
among his particular friends. For my part I
wal endeavouring to raise a few pounds to meet
the poverty among my particular friends. Mr,
Allen asked whether the Trades Hall authorities
were prepared to stand by their own guaranteo
given to the (Government that there should he

no victimisation and no intimidation following

on the Fremantle trouble. I have yet to learn
that there has been any such victimisation. Mr,
Allen gave us no concrete instance, except that
somebody who had been given & load of wood
wag unable to find a earter brave enough to cart
it for him. If there were any victimisation I
T know well that Mr. Allen and his friends of the
Employers’ Federation would lsave no stone
unturned to place the guilty persen in the dock.

Hon. J. F. Allen: Your own people put you
thers,

Hon. J. W. HICKEY : I have a very vivid
recollection of once visiting this portion of the
State, much against my will. It cost the organis-
ation to which T belonged something like £1,000.
All that the men ware guilty of on that occasion
wag refusing to work with a man who would not
join the union. I have often heard members of
this Chamber claim that they would support a
man standing wp for hig rights, and that they
believed in a man belonging to an organisation
controlling the industry in which he worled.
On the ocoasion referred to it happened to be
the minor's nnion. Unknown to the union, the,
men on the mine had endeavoured to get a non-
unionist to join the union ; but he refused, where-
wpon it was decided that a definite stand should
be taken, The men resolved that they would not
work with that non-umonist. In consoquence
of the trouble that ensued we were, taken to
court, and had to pay heavy damages. That
was a ocase of vietimisation of the organisation.
Again, Mr, Allen spoke of the pledges given by
the Trades Hall, which he said had been broken.
Despite what Mr, Allen said, I know of no such
breaking of pledges. But even if those pledges
had been broken, a striking procedent for it was
given by the Prime Minister of Australia. When
the Prime Minister wag sending our men to the
Front he waved them off with a hand-shake
and somo flag-flapping, and said ** When you
return you will find things exactly as you left
them ; not a atone in the temple of labour will
have been removed.” But what happened ?
Not only wore many stones removed, but the
structure iteelf was shaken to its foundations.
I am not prepered to admit that any pledge
given by the Labour organisations has heen.
broken, but even if those organisations had
broken their pledges it would have been only
following the example of the Prime Minister of
Australia.

Hon. A. H. Panton: A very bad example to
follow.

Hon, J. W, HICKEY : "It was indced. But
two wrongs do not make a right, I am not
propared to believe that there has becen any
victimisation in connection with the Fromanile
trouble. And we have to remember that, even
if there had been, those victimised would
have deserved ell that they got. I do not pro-
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pose to go back to the 1917 strike, which, I
admit, was in some respects a sympathy strike.
At tho same time those men had justification
for their attitude, in that they were advised
that the flour they were loading was finding
its way to Germany. But on the occasion of
the lest trouble in Fremantle, the influenze
fiend was surely a legitimate cause for the men
rofusing to unlogd the vessel. Their idea was
to prevent the influenza coming into Western
Australia, Their aspirations were clean. If
those national workers on the wharf, for whom
Mr. Allen and Mr. Lynn have so much consider-
ation, and for whom they were making so pathetic
a plea in this Chamber, were guilty of what they
wore aceuged of-—and everyone knows they were
quite propared not only to introduce the in-
fluenza into their own homes but to spread it
broadcast throughout the State—if thoso national
workers were prepared to be used for that pur-
pose, they deserverd all that they may have got.
But T am not prepared to admit that thers has
been any victimisation. If Mr. Allen sceks to
justify the introduction of the influenza, I am
quite certain he is not prepared to get on the
hustings in Fromentle and express those senti-
ments.

Hon, J. F. Allen : It was introduced after the
national workers left. What were your people
doing then ?

Hon, J. W. HICKEEY : I was surprised at
hearing the victimisation ples seriously put vp
by a member representing o province so close to
the scene of strife. I represent a remobte pro-
vinee.

Hon, J. F. Allen : ‘That is why you have spoken
ag you did.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY : 1t brings to my mind
ancther case. Some time ago the men on the
Fenian mine at Meckatharra went on strike.
I was in Geraldton et that time and saw evidence
of much poverty which had occurred as a result
of that strike. Whether thoso who were sufforing
were responsible for tho strike is quite beside
the question. That the poverty oceumrred is
certain. At that particular time there was
some little work available in various portions
of the State. Being in Geraldton I was asked
to assist in getting these men scattored about
the State to that they could earn a livelihood.
Many of these mon eventually found their way
to Kalgoorlie. They were quite honest in their
intentions. They had no wishk to hide their
identity. They did not adopt fictitious names,
but boldly applied for work. When their names
were placod on the register, they were asked if
they had come from Meekatharra and had been
employed on the Fenian Mine. They replied in
the afirmative, and were told that there was no
work for them there. That is pure victimisation.
If the workers throughout the State are guilty
of victimisation so far as the loyalists on the
Fremantle wharf sre concerned, they have a
shining example in the Chamber of Mines in
Kaigoorlic, because they carried it out to a
bitter conclusion, They victimised men through-
out the length and breadth of the State. They
drove many men with big families into the
firing line, and some of these men naver returned.
Of course there was no victimisation so far as
the military were concerned. The authorities
would always give such men a job. I hope
those people who drove these men into the firing
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line will get extreme satisfaction out of their
actions, My honorable friend made another
remark which is moat illuminating. He asks—

Who was responsible for the fiasco on that
pdrticular Sunday when the trouble came fo
such e dramatic conclusion ?

What other conclusion would the hon, member
have liked the business to come to? He did
not say, but leaves us to judge for ourselves.
He says too—

It is due to the Chamber and Parliament
and the people te know what explanation was
made to the caucus mooting of National mem-
bers of another place on this occasion, and why
the trouble ended in the way it did and who
was responsible for it.

The hon. member has not told us what other
way he would have roguired this fiasco or trouble
to end. Did he require it to end in a more
disastrous manner than it did end, or to have
had more grave results than it ‘did have? I
can imagine my honourable friend emerging from
the fray. If he had coms into contact with the
London military authorities they would have
had him long ago. The hon. member has never
attempted .to indulge in a little fight there.
Surely he had an opportunity of indulging in
a war-like attitude either there or in other coun-
tries in the world. There hive been plenty of
opportunities of recont years for this sort of
thing without his attempting to come with a
wet sail at the death knook, and make these
heroic statements at the present junctore. 1
am sorry that the fiasco ever occurred. It had
n sad onough ending, and any man who reguires
snything more than that or anything more
sanguinary is very hard to please. I am cer-
tainly prepared to draw a veil over the whole
business, but, when these matters aro brought
forward, somcone has to say a word or two
in defence of the men implicated. T am satisfied
that tho Leader of the House will be well able to
defend himself. T am not prepared to defend
the actions of anyone at all who went there.
I deplare any attitude of that kind and the fact
that any Government should take sides in such
s matter. T dlso deeply deplore the attitude
of the Government in sending armed police on
to tho wharves. Possibly the leader of the
House will afford some explanation as to his
own attitude and as to his presence there. It
was despicahle of any Government or anyone
responsible, be they members of a shipping
combine or the Government, to take up an
attitude of that kind and go to the wharves and
tackle a mob of helpless men. I despise the
attitude of whoever was responsible for this
trouble, but I say that those who were responsible
for preventing what would have been a blood
curdling day, and have disgraced the fair name
of Western Australia, whether it be the Minister
for Education in his capacity as Premier or anyone
olse, arc entitled to my heartiest congratulations.
I have seen something of industrial strikes
before in this State and I know how these some-
times end. Many innocent men, women, and
children would have been shot down, end T am
including in these both police and civilians, if
the trouhle had been seccentuated. Whoever
was responsible for putting a stop to it will
receive my congratulations. If we desire a
further instance of victimisation we have only
to see what occurred last Year in connection
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with the strike on the wheat stacks. I had a
few words to say on another occasion on this
matter., The men on the wheat stacks at
Spencer’s Brook and other places went on strike.
I do not disguise that fact. I had the honour
of being an executive officer of the organisation
to which these men belonged. Neither I, nor
any other member of the Executive, knew any-
thing about the strike, The men went on striko
independently and individuwally. YWhilst denying
that they did wrong, T must say when the oxacu-
tive did geb hold of the position they went before
the Honorery Minister {Hon. C. F. Baxter) as
representative of the Government. I accom-
poanied a deputation, which admitted that the
men were wrong and asked if they exprossed
their regret whether the Government would take
them back. The Honorary Minister replied,
“ On no condition whatever.” I asked a quostion
in this House regarding the matber and received
replies to the effect that there was no vietimisa-
tion, but that the Government refuscd to re-
employ these mon. Apparently this refusal to
employ doss not amount to victimisation. Th e
Honorary Minister refused to r -employ those
men on account of their action at Spencer’s Brook
and other places. I am sorry this subject has
been revived, but it has given me an opportunity
of showing that the victimisations which have
occurred aré not confined to one side only. If
there has been victimisation on the part of the
worlters, they have a shining example afforded
by the present Government and the Chamber of
Mines, and almost every other organisation and
combine in the State. The Speech statcs that
grave industrial turmoil eventuates as a result
of every war. I suppose the history of this war

-ig the history of all wars in this rospect. I

venture to say that the industrial turmoil in this
oase has besn greater than it has been in con-
nection with any other conflict. As one who
has a passing knowledge of industrial matéers in
Australia, I+ say that this industrinl turmoil
and unrest will continue so long as the Govern-
ments of Australia permit exploitation and the
profiteering to dominate the position. It ik
the homes of the people that are affeeted by this
axploitation and profiteering. The people cannot
live sny longer on what they earn. It is im-
possible for them to pull through on the pittance
they are receiving. We are expected to make
£l go where we raquire £2. This industrial
unrest is a propositivn which should be solved
by people of brains and people who will givo it
gsome thought. Tt will continue so long as the
Government take no means to stop it. The
matter i3 in their hands, In my opinion the
Arbitration courts are constituted on wrong
linos. Although the Arbitration Court has power
to give an increase in wages, it has no power to
limit the cost of production, or to say that a
man shall not charge more than a certain amount
for his goods. So long as that obtains, so long
will industrial unrest be seen in Australia. Sir
Edward Wittencom the other night seid, ‘* this
is not a one-sided matter.” He also stated that
the workers wera not always to blams and that
there mukt be a little give and take Coming as
this did from such a high autherisy, it is to be
essumed that the workers are so.nztimes in the
right and that Governments are sometimes in
the wrong. The Government have persistently
pursued one course of action and on: attitude
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all along the line in the matter of industrial
unrest. Every Government of Australia has
boon behind the big combines and the big em-
ployors of labour, Rarely do we find evidence
of any Government in any country standing
behind the worker,

Hon. J. F. Allen: What about the Secaddan
Government ?

Hon, J. W, HICKEY : That is not behind
workers to-day. I do not know that the Scaddan
Government were behind the workers very much.
1 held & semi-public position at that time, and
bave had conflicts with the Scaddan Govern-
ment. The workers got little or nothing from
them, They might have had their conditions
improved considerably. When they had the
opportunity they should have taken it and
agitated in the proper direction. I admit that
the pressnt Government have assisted the
workers to a certain extent, They have assisted
thoss who through no fault of their own are out
of work. I refer to the miners on the Eastern
Goldfields, They have, however, not come to
the usgistance of the workers on the Kurrawang
woodline.  Although possibly they have assisted
in bringing about a settlement of the woodline
dispute thoy have nuot assisted the workers in
any direction. These noen were out on strike
for a certain thing. They are going back on
terms which were hardly worth astriking for.
My honourable friend has referred to the actions
of the Scaddan Government. This has brought
home to me the attitude of the present Govemn-
ment, The other might a question was asked
a8 to why the workers did not go to the Arbitra-
tion Coutt. There is no opportunity for these
woodline workers to go there because they have
to prove a disputo in more than one State. They
are not tegistered undor the Federal Arbitration
Act and are not registered under the State Act.
It may bo asked why they are not registered
undor the State Act. Qur State legislation will
not allow of the registration of a composite
organisation. The attitude of the Government
is reflected in the position obtaining along the
firewood line. . 1f these men had been registered
under the Stato Arbitration Act they would
havo had an opportunity of going before the
Court, and possibly the matter would have beon
sottled long ago. They had not an opportunity
of doing this owing to the attitude of the Govern-
ment in refusing time and again to Tegister a
eomposite organisation, Their objoct is quite
easy t0 sce. They require to keep these unions
all o themseclves, to keep these organisations
fighting amongst themsclves instead of aflowing
them an opportunity of becoming organised
undor one head, because then they would have
endoavourad to put up a bolder front, The
result of that action is seen in the industrial
turmoil that has taken place on the Goldfields.
With reference to the seamen’s strike, I do not
desire to go into the matter at very great length.
So far as the atitude of the leader of that organis-
ation is concerned—I refer to Mr. Walsh-1I
hold no briof for him and I hardly know what
his object is. What may be Mr. Walsh’s objecs,
in putting himeelf info gacl, which I frankly
admit he did, I do not know. It was either to
bring about an early termination of the strike
or he was looking for some cheap notoriety.
Not knowing tho individual I cannot give an
opinion, but whatever might be the object of
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Walsh: I can say that, so far as the seamen are
congerned, they are quite right in their demands,
The seamen had no option but to act as they
did on this occasion. The country will acmit
that the conditions under which those men
have worked for many years have been o dis-
grace to the mercentile marine and a disgraco
to any Government in control, and no one can
say that the men were not justified in endeavour-
ing to bring about an -improvement in their
conditions. Whilst T was in the Eastern States
a few months ago I had the opportunity of
going into this matter and I came into contact
with some of the people who were againet the
geamen, end I asked them to pay a visit with
me to some of the forecastles. Those people
were astonished to find the disgraceful con-
ditions under which the men had been asked to
work, Admitting, therefore, that the seamen
are right in preferring the requests which they
have put forward, how ig it that the differences
cannot bo adjusted ! Whatever may be the
outcome of the trouble, T regrot that it has spread
to such an cxtent, but all credit must be given
to thoss in the Labour ranks who have pre-
vented the trouble from spreading further. We
have to admit that sometimes men arc a little
bit hasty, that sometinies they act off their own
bat. While admitting that to a great oxtent,
we are not prepared to admit that the thing is
one-sided, but it does seem to us that on nearly
avery occasion the Government stand hbehind
those who are in authority and particularly in
this inetance are they standing behind the
shipping eombine. It ia regrettable to find that
there have been such a great number of strikos.
In order to bring about a better state of affairs,
those in authority endeavoured to create. an
arbitration oourt which would have the effect
of sottling all disputcs. What do we find?
That there are cortain objections raised in many
cireles against arbitration, and aithough the
organisation to which I belong is probably one of
the most milicant in Australia, they voted in
favour of arbitration. But thero are ccriasin
objections being raised each yenr against arbi-
tration. Durng the past four vears it has
cost the Australian Worker’s Union £9,000
to appear beforo the Arbitration Court, That
is a fairly decent sum for an orgenisation
to be called upon to have to pay. But they
would not ecomplain, becavse the expenditure
of such a sum of money might bo cheaper than
striking. The red-tape methods which surround
the arbitration courts, however, are such thot
it is an oxecedingly hard job to approach the
coutt, and that is what they complain of. When
I was in the East there was a dispute in con-
neetion with the wheat carriers and, in order to
prove that a dispute existed, it was neccssary
to show that it existed in two States. That was
not o hard matter because there was industrial
turmoil in Sydney and Melbourne. Arrayed
against the secretary of the Union werc four
lagal gentlomen whose fess for that day would
have run into perhaps a couple of hundred
pounds, while tho salary of the sceretary was,
perhaps, £6 a week. It was tho people’s monoy
which was put up against the union, the moncy
of the Wheat Pool. When we find that sort
of thing occurring, when a man is sinceroly on-
deavouring to get before the court, we cannot
be gurprised ot thé¢ industrisl unrest that pre-
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vails and the anxiety on the part of the men to
break away from the cdurt and take the law
into their own hands- by striking. If some
alteration is not brought about we will find that
the industrial turmoil will be accentuated in-
gtead of being done away with. The only ad-
vice we got from our critics is abuse, or we
are colled Bolshovists, extremists, red-raggers,
and such like. So far ms the red-raggers are
concerned, I am always suspicious of the man
who is continually parading his solidarity and
talking of the red flag, My personal experience
is that when the flag has to be carried st the
head of & procession, it is the other chap who has
"to do the job. He is like the man who looks
for fight and when he gets into a squabble
“ducks’” off and leaves his mate to do it for him.
Both individuals can be likened to those who
have talked fight for five years, but sent the other
chap to do it while they stayed at home.
In these days of deportations, if there was any
to be dene I would put three of them fogether
and send ghem away in one boat. In regard to
the question of repatriation, ever sincc I have
been in this House, members have had something
to say about the subject, bus that seems to be as
far as we got, One can hardly criticise the
present Governmeni because they have not been
in power very long. A great deal has been said
about what they are prepared to do and I trust
they arc serious ahout it. To my mind repatri-
ation should have boen teken in hand some years
ago, and legislation in eénnection with it should
have been presented concurrently with the war.
As a matter of fact & commencement should
have becn made at the very outbreak of hostil-
ities. But what do we find? There is a de-
plorable statc of affaire existing throughout the
country in connection with our returned soldiers,
many of whom are tramping the country. We
have not had an opportunity of criticising the
present Government. I am prepared to remain
gilont for a time g0 as to let them prove what
they are capable of doing. Heaven knows
gomothing is wanted badly enough. Mr. Stewart,
told us that there was work for all and that no
- one need go hungry. I interjected—I am not
often guiliy of doing so—that if cur Iriend had
been placed in tho position of looking for a job
for a soldier he would have found it an extremely
difficult undertaking.

Hon. H. Btewart: I referred to Australia, not -

particularly Western Australia.

.Hon. A, H, Panton : There are 22,000 soldiers
out of work in New South Wales.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: T am speaking of
the. position in Wostern Australia. I know
nothing of what is ooourring in any other part
of Australia, I have interviewed the Repatria-
tion and othor departments and possibly they
are doing their best, but it is the fault of the
provious Government that the position to-day
is as wo find it because action shounld have been
going on concurrently with the war, With
rogard to pastoral leases, it will be remembered
that during Jast session I submitted an amend-
ment to the Discharged Soldiers Seitlement
Bill and this Chamber took a broad view of the
matter. It is gratifying to remember that this
House carried the amendment although only by
a small majority. The leader of the House on
that oceasion expressed sympathy with the
amondment although he voted against it
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entirely from different motives. What wos
the position when it went to another place ?
1 am almoat inclined to disagree with Mr. Panton,
who talked of the abolition of this Houee. The
amendment was received with the .grontest
hostility in snother place and the result was that
it camo back to us in & mutilated form, so much
go that it was worthless. The only regrot I
have is that this Chamber did not disagree with
what was done by the other place. It is nob too
late now to cancel those leases and givo the
opportunity to the soldiers to take up areas
in that country. The position to-day is that the
Governor-in-Council has power to resume agri-
cultural country for the purpose of the settloment
of soldiers and I have never heard a protest
raised in this Chamber, or in another place,
against that. If that is right, is there anything
wrong in the other proposition ? If it is right
to resume agrioultura! country, it should be
right to resume pastoral country, and the amend-
ment which [ submitted should have been
agreed to. But another place declared " You
must keep your hands off the big land holdors,
those who have a million acees or more,””  Anyons
who knows anything about those propositions
knows also that that country I am apcaking of
would settle & groat number of returned soldiers,
who would be capeble of opening it up and stock-
ing it to its fullest carrying capacity, I am
not ono of those who believe that because an
individual has a big area of land, or o great
deal of money, we should cesat covetous eyes on
either or both, but there should be something
liko a docent distribution so that our roturned
soldiers might get some benefit from it.  In that
particular country [ would not lefinitely confine
the areas te 20,000 acres. On a previous occasion I
supported an amendment moved by Mr. Drew.
in this Chamber giving power to resume 20,000
acres within a reasonable distance of a railway
ling or the seaboard. Some apecific arce had
to be mentioned. As far as the aren is con-
cerned, T would be prepared to leave it to a
competont board who would decide what was
a fair area for a soldier to get & living from.
Twenty thousand acres would be ample in some
instances ; in othors, a hoard might decide
that 30,000 or even 100,000 would be neccssary.
Tt is not too late yet for the Government tn cancel
these leases and give the returned soldiers a
chance. Many of the returncd soldiczs have
been on stations and have a thorough knowledge
of sheep and stock, and such men would make
good on some of these smaller pastoral areas.
I hope the Government will make a movo even
at this late hour, and givo this very deserving
section of the community a chance to open up
valuable country, which is carrying far too
little stock. Mr. Dodd has a motion on the
Notico Paper for the texation of unimproved
land. We have powor to resumo land and I
trust the (overnment, in the interesta of the
goldiers, will resume some of those areas now
lying idle. Much valuable land is not being
worked. If thé hon. member’s motion will
have the effect of bursting up some of this idle

"land, my object will be met; but if it will not have

that effect, it is the duty of the Government 6o
resume land and place the soldiers oa it, instend
of sending them out into the jungle whero the
chances will be o thousand to one agpinst them
meking good. No mention is meade in the
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Governor’'s Specch of new industries. There are
industries such as woollen mills which could be
established in this State. I mentioned this
matter bofore and was told that it would provide
work for only women and girls. Many of our
soldiers havo returned incapacitated, and could
bo employed in such mills. Tt is almost & crime
that Governments have carried on vear after
yoar, some of them committed to the establish.
ment of woollen mills, and yet nothing has been
done. We produce in this State large quantities
of wool and ship it away without making any
attempt to manufacture it in the State. Woollen
mills would create employment in many direc-
tions and would have far-reaching offects. I
do not think tho establishment of such mills
should ke confined to e pariicular area. 'The
motropolitan area has turned down the proposi-
tion. The Government evidently do not think
it necessary to have woollen mills here, but there
are opportunities in other centres whero the
wool i3 produced, such as Geraldton. When I
suggested this on a previons occasion, T was told
that the climate of Geraldton was against the
produstion of good material : also that the
water supply was another objection. The latter
can be overcome by an encrgotic, enthusiastic
and sympathetic Government. The water works
have been in hand for a year or two and to.dny
the Government are withdrawing the mon.
What their attitude is, I do not know., Unless
the Covernment adopt & different attitude,
Geraldton will remain withont a water supply.
This is one of the drawbacks to the establish-
ment of freezing works and practically the only
drawback to-the cstablishment of woollen mills,
But I am not parochial. If the Government
cannot ostablish woollon mills at Geraldton,
which I think is the natural centre, they mighs
establish them elsewhere, but on whatever centre
they decide, they will receive my hearty support.
Prospecting has baen mentioned in connection
with repatriation. The Government .are doing
a little ; the previous Government did a little,
but their efforts have been feeble indeed. Really,
they are paying little attention to prospecting
and yet the mining industry has been the salva.
tion of Wostern Awustralia. It gave us our
start ;- it made opportunities for the develop-
ment of the farming areas. Unfortunately, it
is now under a cloud, and conseguently, the State
an n-whole is under a cloud. But with an energetic
Government and sympathetic administration,
there are opportunities for prospecting, particu-
larly from Yalgoo to Peak Hill, where there are
miles of country which has nover been touched.
Prospectors cannot afford to go out into 'this
country but returned men, if given an oppor-
tunity, would go into it and, given decent con.
ditions and unhampered by the red tape of the
department, they would make good and open
up new fields. A few days ago I received word
that country had been opened up 10 miles from
a railway in tho Stake Well district, 1 got
samples which have proved good values and I
am satisfied that, if they devolop as they promise
to do, it will prove one of the best low grade
propositions in the State. This will give an
impetus to the Murchison and to mining gener-
ally. If the soldiers are given an oppertunity,
they will test the Meekatharra, Cue, Peek Hill,
and the furthor north country, and give the
prospectors a chance to open it up. The present
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Government do not appear to be taking much
interest in mining generally. No attempt seems
to be made to bring about & reduction in the
oot of explosives, though some remarks were
made by the Minister for Mines to the effect
that progress had been made in various direc.
tions. It seems impossible to develop mining
propositions to.day. After overtures were

to the previous Government throngh Mr. Hudson,
a State battery was erected at Cue. While that
proposition is a good ome, I am afraid that,
on account of tho high cost of mining, particularly
of explosives, it will be found very hard to make
ends meet, I would suggest the establishment
of something in the direction of a State explosives
works. I know the objection of some membors
to State enterprise but, when it is found to be
the only means of helping production, something
of the kind must be done. The cost of explosives
has increased in many instances 100 per cent.
and it is impossible for those working low-grade
propositions to pull through. The samo even
applics to big mining ventures. Being'the biggest
users of explosives in Avstrelia, this State should
make a atart. We use F00 or 600 tons of ex-
plosives a year, and tb establish State works
might pave the way for a munition factory here.
It iy said tho Federal authorities intend to estab-
lish a munition factory and Western Australia
provides the best opportunity. I trust the Gov-
ernment will seriously consider the question.
There are many matters to be considered in
connection with the establishment of such a
factory.

Hon. J. Nicholson ; The cost of production,
for instance,

Hon. J. W. HICKEY : The cost of production
at present is very high but we have to take into
congideration the proelits of the companics manu-
facturing eoxplosives. Tho very fact of the
Government taking action in thia direction will
probably have the efiect of a price fixing Bil,
namely that it will place a restraining hand on
the people who are responsible for charging high
prices for explosives, It is quite certain that
the pricos aroc unwarrantably high, and very
few commodities have made such a big jump
in price. Another thing which is rotarding
mining generally is the granting of indiseriminate
cxemptions, Thore are many mines tied up
and men, if given an oppoertunity, would deal
with them and make a handsome profit. I might
refer to the Fingal Mine, which closed down a
few months ago. The miners protested against
the exemption and took it on tribute so that,
to-day, it is a handsomely paying proposition,
though they have to send their ore 40 miles
and then cart it four miles to the battery. The
same thing is happening throughout the State,
particularly in the Murchison. " If the Govern.
ment considered the protests coming from genuine
men, who could prove their casc, and granted
them favourable consideration, it would have a
good cffoct on the industry. I was glad to notice
the optimistic tone of the Government as re.
gards Collie coal. Western Australian coal
should be used exclusively by the Government
on our railways and in every departmont. I
have criticised Collie coal from time to time but,
wherever possiblo, all sections of the community
should work in harmony and, whon a decent
article is produced, it' should receive the treat-
ment it deserves. I hope attention will not be
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confined to Collie. I hope the Government will
take into consideration the establishment of
various factories not exclusively in the metro-
politan ares, but in places like Geraldton and
Bunbury and thus help to develop the country.
Woe have deposits of coal in other parts of the
country such as at Eradu and Irwin. Some yesrs
ago coal was discovered in the former place and the
Government started a plant, but before they
had proceeded far, the plant was handed over
te a local syndicate. Now, local syndicates
have not the same opportunities as the Govern-
ment to develop such propositions and this
syndicate, after boring one hole, finished with the
job. The coal is there; it has been proved
that the indications in that locality are good.
The Government should give favourable con-
gideration to this proposition. A deputation
is to wait on them in the near future, and I hope
that in the leader of this House they will fnd
e supporter. As regards the Irwin, I under-
stand the Government are now doing something
in that direction. I hope that there also a
payable coalfisld will be discovered, if not another
Collie. The attention of the Government has
elready been drawn to the position of the base
metal industry. 1 have no intention of dealing
with the subject at length just now, but T hope
our Government will lend their support to the
efforts being made to obtain the removal of the
Federal embargo. I quite agree that during
war time the embargo was necessary in order
_to prevent the possibility of our metal reaching
enemy countries, but surely there iz no reason
now why Western Australia should not send
its lead to England. Why should we not be
permitted to seck & hetter market olsewhere,
mnstead of shipping our lead to the Eustern
Stetes for treatment 7 The Surprise Mine, at
Gleraldine, has during the last couple of years
produced about £70,000 worth of lead, and the
mine has been developed most systematically ;
but the company owning it have so far made
only about- £4,000 profit, and, naturally, they
are anxious to have the embargoe lifted in order
that they may seek a market. In the matter of
treatmont our lead producers are entirely in
the hands of the Fremantle Trading Company,
who have closed down their own mines—as they
have of courso a perfect right to do—and also
their smelter. - We claim that the Government
should erect & smelter ot the place where the lead
is won, 8o that the miners may have the oppor-
tunity of developing a very rich field. I do not
say another Broken Hill will result, but I have
had soveral years’ experience of werking in the
Broken Hill mines, and I say that I have never
seen better prospects than those in the Geraldine
district. In this matter of the embargo, there
seems- to be a disposition on the part of the
Federal Government to contralise everything in
the Eastern Statos, in Melbourne, just as our
State Government seek to centralise everything
from the back country in Perth. The prosperity
or adversity experienced in the back country,
as is woll known, is very speedily and completely
reflected in the prosperity or depression ox-
perienced in the Capital and in the towns and
ports. It was my intention to deal with the
cost of living problem, but the Governor's Speech
mentions that s price-fixing Bill is to be brought
down at an carly date, and I will reserve my
remarks for that measure. Many members,

2539

however, have expressed doubts as to whether
thero is profiteering going on. I say there is
ample evidence of profiteering throughout every
State of the Commonwealth. In another place
the Premior has said that this question of high
prices is a world-wide question. But Govern-
ments are refusing to deal with it. Any Govern-
ment can deal with it if they choose to exercise
their powers. A sympathetic Government could
do a great deal of good in this respect. It is
now difficult even for a man earning a decent
wage to pull through, -and it is practically im-
possibile for him to do so if he is knocked out of
his stride by, say, the less of a day’s work, or
illmess in his femily, The Government should
bring along their price-fixing Bill at the earliest
possible moment. Personally, I confess to a
lack of faith in this respect. I do not wish to
show myself critical at this juncture, but I
cannot forget the hostility displayed by this
House towards a price-fixing Bill introduced by
the Labour Government,; L cannot forget how
the present leader of this House opposed that
Bill. I cennot bring myself to believe that
the hon. gentleman has changed his coat tof the
necessary extent. I do trust he will give serious
consideration to the various public demonstra.
tions throughout this State, in farming ocom-
munities and in industrial centres, on the subject
of the cost of living. T hops he will see the
error of his ways, and that he will introduce
the forthcoming Bill to this Chamber in a sympa-
thetic manner.

Hon, A, H. Panton : The Bill will be carried.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY : That is not the question.
Legislation is one thing, and sympsathetic ad-
minigtration is another. We want the measure
put into operation properly, so that the profiteers
now exploiting the people may be put in their
proper place. The Government should stand
behind the co.operative societies, who are deing
their best to reduce the prices of -sommodities.
If the Government aro not so prepared, perhaps
they will stand behind the farming community.
I would support anything tending to bring the,
producer and the consumer more closely in
touch., My idea is that the Government should
guarantoe the credit of oco-operative societies
of farmers trading on the world's markets, so
that the credit of these societies will be such as
to eénable them to compete with the big mer-
chants and the combines, I have pleasure in
supporting the adoption of the Addross.in-reply,

Hon. J. CORNELL (South): Allow me to
oxtend my congratulations to vou, 8ir, on your
clevation to the Presidency of this Chamber.
Like members who have spoken boforc me, I
know that the position of this House is safe in
your hands. So muech has been said, and go
many suggestions have already becn offered,
that probebly there is no need for me to spesk.
However, at the risk of being classed with Mr,
Holmes as a political Jeremiah, I come forward
on this, the first opportunity I have had during
the lifo of this Parlisment, to speak on the
Addressin-reply. I have been foreced to _tho
conclusion thet politically I am a sick man,
Certainly I am sick and tired of Parliamentarians
who have failed to profit by the greatest up-
heaval in higtory. I heliove that the only in-
gtitutions in Australia to-day that are ondeavour-
ing to carry on as they did before the war, are
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the various Parlioments. If they do not wake
up, then, like a certain individual, they are likely
to find their occupation gone, and that very
shertly. I have had "time to look arcund,
-end to sguere 1wy sails to the wind, and I have
eome to the conelusion that 1 and certain other
individuals who took a genuine snd dinkum
rigk duting the war are tho only ones who are
in dongor of losing their political scalps, I
know that someone iy waiting round the corner
for me with a piece of hose-pipe. That being
80, if I am to have a short life, i shall be a merry
one, and somebody is going to get hurt. The
paople” gencrally will respect a man if he stands
up honestly and says and does what he thinks
is right. Such a man, if he does not win through,
at least wina general respoct, In most ceses,
I bolieve, he doss win through. That brings
me to tho present Government, of whom hon,
mombers have taken & considerato view. During
thoir short term of offico Ministers have boxed
the political compass, They came into office
with the highest aspirations, national and other-
wise ; and they have onded by being led by a
gentloman for whom I have the greatest respect
personally, but who was anathema to them at
the beginning. and who has proved a thorn in
their flesh all along. Whether the prosent
Government will sucesed or not is on the knees
of the gods. Personally, I intend to do nothing
drastic against the Government. I recognise
that if ever an opportunity presented itself in
the political history of this State for & man to
stand out boldly and induce a majority of the
members of both Houses to follow him, this ig
the opportunity. T have no doubt what the
result would be if an appeal were made to the
public. Howover, I am not the man to take
that course ; I cannot offer the Government any
suggestion, In the past I offered a fow, and my
dioing g0 was waste of breath ; and I do not in-
tand to wasto any more hroath.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 to 7-30 pm.

Hon. J. CORNELL : Before toa I was re-
ferring to the Government. It would be tedious
and riditculous to go over the many weak spots
in the armour not only of this Governmoent,
but of all the Governmenta that have followed
the Scaddan Administration. It is sufficient
condomnation of those successive Governments
to moiterato the eriticism by the leader of the
Houso and others now supporting him, of the
late Scaddan Covernment. Summarised, T
think it can be said that the chiof point they
endeavoured to make against tho Labour Gov-
ernment was that the keystone of the arch of
Responsible (Government was sound finance.
That being so, I think the unvarying result of
attompts of succeoding Ciovernments to sguara
tho finances s saufficient condemnation. I
rocognise that the task was a hard one. That
task would have been much ecasier if, during
the oonrly stages of the war, we had beon
spared the resurrcction of a now dJerusalem
in the gallery of this House. I refer to that
memorable night carly in 1914 when o legiti-
mate taxation proposal brought down by the
Scaddan Government in order to meot the
financial difficultics wag jettisoned by this
Chamber. We have now reached a pass which
compels me to say that if the tide is not soon

-authority,
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stemmed, T wili go over, horse, foot and ar-
tillery to Mr. Sanderson and agree with him
that there aro only two alternatives in front of
us, namely, being taken ovor by the Foderal
or appesling to the Bankruptey
Court.  Another alternative presents itself,
namely, that the Government will be superseded
by 8 Labour Administration. As one who
worked in tho Labour party for a quarter of a
century and who only parted company from it
on a question which I think should have been
left to settle iteelf, T have arrived at the con-
clugion that, although the heart of the Labour
party is sound, and although its brein is anxicus
to do the right thing, yet just as a minority con-
trols tho present Governmens, so dnes a minority
control the Labour party. I can see no hope
for the third alternative I refer to, because for
years and ycars pea; the doctrine has been
preached—I preached it myself, but I admit
to-day that [ was wrong—that the etability of
the State can be meintained through Parliament.
I say it cannot. A party or community that
leans on Parliament is just about as effective
as an individual leaning against a lamp-post ;
with this difference, that the party leaning
on Parliament is leaning ageinat a post eaten
by white anta. If the country is going to got
out of its financial slough of despond, it will
be by the collective offorts and enterprise of
the individuals that  compose it. Parliament
mey direct a sound, sane, and reasonable policy,
but if wo are to look to Parliament, we shall
have to look long and in vain. Much has heen
said regarding repatriation. I remoember the
queation being discussed in this House four
yoars ago. We then asked ourselves how we
were going to meet the needs of the returned
soldier. The question should have been pér-
sisted in until something waes done. 1 atill
admit that, right up to the armistice, the absurd
question of who was going to come out on top
was being askod throughout the civilised world.
When Mr. Panton and I were at Home, what
agitated the minds of the people of England
was, not so much providing for the aftermath
of the war, as how to come ouf on top.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The soldiers never had
much doubt about it

Hon. J. CORNELL : In March and April of
1918, I met a lot who had. But that position
which presented itself in the Old Country did
not present itself in this country to any marked
degree. I have advised the soldier right through
the piece that, if he is to gat the recognition that
is due to him, it will only he by his collective
efforts and by the pressure he can bring to bear
upon public men and public institutions, State
and Commouwealth. He has an organisstion
numerically strong, and with proper unanimity
of purpose he will eventually achieve his gosl.
But thoro is another aspect to the question.
Side by side with the repatriation of the soldier
comes the repatriation of the men who eould not
go, and of the working men of the community
generally, After all, very few soldicra can bo
acoused of wanting speocial congideration because
they went to the war. Once they are put back
into citizenship they approach the gituation
from the ecitizen’s standpoint only. I know
there are many disabilities under which the
soldier lies to-day in reapect of repatriation,
and I am not going to enter upon the question of
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land settloment beyond saying that land settle-
ment is not going to repatriate the soldier. There
are thousands who cannot end will not go on
the land. The surest way of repatriating the
soldier is to return as quickly as possible to a

state of thrift and productivity. Then will the-

problem eolve iteelf. A peregraph in His Ex-
cellenoy’ s Speech states that Ministers are
greatly concerned aboui she industrial unvest.
The indusrial unrest is not surprising to any
thinking man. (an we expect the world to
have gone through what it has without the
existing orop of industrial unrest * Biblical
prophesy tells us that after this great war we
shall have have three yoars of unrest. That is
not in Jeremish, but in Lsaish. Nor is it pessi-
mistic ; tather it is optimistic, because it prediots
that the thing will right iteelf after three years.
Still, we have to do something to bridige the gap
of two years and three monthe remaining. Can
we wonder at men being dissatistied with their
conditions ¥ Who won the war? I think it
will be found recorded in the proceedings of the
House that oarly in the piece L said, that if this
war was won by the Allies, the greatest glory
would rest with the manhood and the. woman-
hood who were voiceless in the election of their
representatives in Parliament. That is to say,
in my opinion the collective effort of mankind
and womankind won the war for the Allies,
Without thet man power, wealth and statesman-
ship would not have prevailed, It is only &
natural inference to draw, that when men and
womon realise that they have played an im-
portent par; in meintaining the freedom of
their country, and its institutions, they should
believe they are entitled to more ‘representation
than they enjoyed at the beginning of hostil-
ities. There are individuals who are making the
best of the opportunity and are advising the
manhood and womanhood of the State, and the
world generally that, to obtain this justice and
right to which they are entitled they must adopt
some of the methods which the Huna adopted
to override the world. As a workman at one
time I say advisedly that the manhood and
womanhood of this country ean best gain their
aims and ideals by recognising that, whether we
like it or not, for the next feiw years we are going
to have hard times. Hawving recognised that,
the shorteat way in which they shall assume full
citizenship and a voice in the affairs of the coun-
try is by rational and constitutional means.
Anyone who to-day says that these men and
women, who are voiceless and voteless, have no
right to recognition is unfit to occupy a position
"a8 a public men. He must jettison these ald
ideas and throw them on one side. He must
give up the old ideas of property and birth and
come down to the new brotherheod in order that
the safety, wellbeing and continuity of the nation
may be backed up by the collective enterprise
and collective efforts of its people. Much has
boen said about Russia. If we read the Bol-
shoviks' mide and tho others' side, and strike a
olear line of demarcation, we shall probably get
some idea of the truth. I am no_apologist for
the position in Russia to-day, but 1 do say that
there is no analogy between that which exists
there and that which exists in the British Do-
minions. Any student of history knows that
what happened in Russia had to happen. What
has happencd in Russia, however, 18 not likely
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to happen in Australia. Our people are not of
the same class as the Russians and are sensible
people. This brings me to the profiteer and tho
quéstion of direct action. I agree with my
leader, Mr. Hughes, and say, “Damn them
both,” 1 said in Boulder, shortly after my re-
turn, that there was a business section of the
community who serupled to profiteer during
the war because they wore afraid to do so, and
their consoiences pricked them ; but as soon as
the war was over that seruple would cease to
exigt and they would endeavour to again pursue
their old practice of making moncy out of the
people. I will not weary hon. members by
illustrations of this profiteering. I am satis-
fied, however, that it is going on. I agree with
what the British Government have done, Aus-
tralia has not much to learn so far as Great
Britain i8 concerned in any respect, if she will
take the lead and do things for herself. I agroe
there is only one mentence that will stop the
profiteer, and only one which should be imposed
upon him if he is found to be unduly inflating
prices, That man has more right to spend a
month or two in Fremantle gaol than a man who
haa stolen & loaf of bread for a starving child or a
baby. That is the only remedy for the actiona
of the profiteer, When the Bill comes down I
hope provision will be made that, where it is
clearly proved in a court of law that a man has
profiteered, he shall be shown the inside of a
gaol and serve his time there, He will then think
twice before he does it again, Of what use is it
to fine & profiteer ? Kvery sensible and thinking
man, who disagreed with me in the past, is real-
ising to-day that we must take drastic measures
to deal with the profiteer. On the other side we
have direct: action, The direct actionists have a
mission to perform. I thought I had at one
time. I preached doctrines in this Chamber
which probably made hon. members fcel that they
would rather have cotton wool in their cers so
a8 not to hear me too plainly. Some five or six
years ago things were vastly different from what
they are to-day. Any man who has the well-being
of the community at heart must be guarded in
what he advises, and how he directs his fellow
men to aet. His fellow men are not in the same
normal thinking condition that they were in five
years ago. The direct ectionist preaches " Go
slow” That is not a legacy brought from
America. to Australia, but it has come out from
the old Country., If anyone can go slow it ia the
average British workman. He can show the
Australian mony vpoints in that way. Hom.
members have pointed out the vast preponder-
ance of production by American workmen over
that by British workmen, 'That is tantamount
to saying that the policy of “ go slow,” or “ ca-
eanny " did not come altogether from Amorios,
At one time when I wotked for my living the
anathems of all workmen was the ™ pointer.”
No self-respecting workman had any time for
him. We have only to go back eight or 10 years
and find that workmen were unanimously of the
opinion that they should do a fair thing for what
they were paid. If thero wes one thing that
grated on their nerves more than another it was
the ' pointer.” 1In those days of honesty they
had to do the “ pointer's "’ share ag well as their
own, 1 have seen this happen often. In my
opinion such an individusl was inclined to be
sither religious or a wowser,
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Hon. J. J. Holmes:
ligious ?

Hon. J. CORNELL: To-day we find that
what occurred in isolated instances only a few
yoars ago has now become a new religion. The
student of sconomics knows that if & man does
not produce what he is piid for the money has
to come out of somoone else’s pocket. In making
that statement I make no apology for the em.
ploying individual who desires to got all he can
out of his men. Unless we restore some sem.
blance of mutual trust and respect between the
employer and the employee we shall go from
bad to worse, 1 am not going into the question
of profit-sharing except to szay that I have an
idea that there are many industries which are
casential and which are good industries, and
which cannot be otherwise than reproductive.
A start could be made on these industries to
limit profits. If they made over and above
a cortain profit this should be earmarked and
exponded in assisting other industries which,
owing to the times and to the necessities of the
sitoation, are not reproductive. If we are going
to share profits in the ordinary way we shall
only confor a benefit upon all those directly
concerned, and leave out those directly con-
nected with non-roproductive industries. There iy
e long list of proposed measures in the Governor’s
Speech. It may be said that, like the Bourbons
who learned nothing and forgot nothing, there
is nothing new in this programme. There is a
measure for price-fixing mentioned. It is not
new and we had it in the first stage of the war.
We are going to have it again, and I will reserve
my remarks upon that measure for the time
when the Bill is brought down. Many differont
gides may be taken and debated on this question.
In my opinion the Clovernment have awakened to
the position too late. It was only by the direct
pressure of the puoplo that thoy wore induced
to bring down this legislation. Had such legis-
lation been brought in earlier and remained in
operation during the war, it might have had some
effect. The remedy I have suggested, that is
gaol, is the only one which would have any effect
upon tho profiteer. The question of electoral
reform is mentioned. I do mot knmow whether
the Government propose to bring down a Bill
to provide for tho redistribufion of seats. In
my opinion that is necessary. If the Covern-
mont think it is necessary this session let thom
bring it down this session, and not leave it till
the next Parliament on the eve of the general
election. This is the session in which to bring
it down. We will then have at least nine months
in which to prepare the new boundaries and the
new rolls, and give all political aspirants & reason.
able chance ofil aving & fair contest when election
time arrives. It would hardly be fitting for
me to complete my remarks without some re-
ference to this Chamber, I stand where I always
stood regarding the position of the two Houses
of Parliament. T say that Australia is over-
governed and that one House of Parliament would
suffice for each State. In my opinion the Federaj
Constitution is wrongly cast. Instead of it
béing cast as it is, it would be infinitely better
for Australia and the people were it cast on
Canadiah lines. That is to say, the State Con-
stitutions should have written powers and the
Federal Constitutions should have unwritten
powers. The cost of living and profiteering

Are not wowsera re-
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arige from the fact that .the written Constitution
ties us down. If the position was as I have just
stated, the Federal Constitution would be in-
finitely better. Though I say I am in favour
of one House of Parliament,. I think that reform
will only come about in a comprchensxve manner
after a thorough remodelling of our Foderal
and BState Constitutions end beginning anew.

The war has taught us that which is absolutely
essential and if posterity is satisfied to be gnided
by the dead end of the Constitution, the new
democracy which'will arise I am sure will not be
so satisfied. I notice hon. members have made
reforence to the franchise of this House. I do not
intend to say very much about it other than to
say there must be some ambiguity in regard to
the definition of the word *“ elector ™ or some
vader-handed work must have gone on while
I was away from the State. I found on my
resurn that a larger number of people wero
enrolled in my province than wes the case when
I was elected in 1912, and in that year, I and
my esteemed opponent Lieut. . R. Davies
left no stone unturned in seeing that every one
was enrolled. Then despito the decline of the
goldficlds, wo find & greater number of names
on the rolls in 1918 than was the case in 1912,
Since 1018 over a thousand names have been
removed from the roll. Surely there is some-
thing ambiguous about the position or somebody
did something which shouid not have been done.
I will leave it at that, but I hope that if the other
House does not take the lead, and if it is decided
that a property qualification shall be the quali.
fication of this Chamber, a gualification will be
clearly and dofinitely set forth which will net
be capable of two interpretations. So long as
we have a qualification which is eapable of
different interpretations, so long shall we have
people endeavouring to put on the roll the names
of those who should not be there. Tho question
of giving soldiers a vote has also been referred
to. If is eaid that a soldier, because ho fought
for his country, should have the right, to voto
for the legislative Council. If that is to be
argued, the logical deduction is that disfran.
chisement must follow for those persons who
held the qualilication and who offered their
sorvices to the military authorities, but who
did not go. I am satisfied that the soldiers
collestively will not ask that because thoy served.
in the war they should be given o privilege that
cannot be extended to their parents who were
responsible for their being in the serviee, and T
say it would be an insult to the parents, becanse
if we value the soldier and what he has done
for us, 50 must we tako our hats off to the parents,
or to the wives who allowed the men to go. Why
not then give them the franchise as well? I
hope soldiers will not be led by the mere sop
that because they fought they are to have the
right to vote for this Chamber. Let the soldier
stand out as ho stands to-dey, sccond to naone,
and lead the way, and let him say what he.can
truly say, that so far this country has not profited
at all by the war. To-day the franchise of this
House is what it was at the beginning of the war,
and the soldier stands out and his friends with
him, and he asks for equitable citizenship so
that ho may Garry the day. Then he can truth-
fully say, “ Lcan.point to one standing monument,
My offort in the great war resulted in bringing
about oquality 'of citizenship in the Legislafure
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of our country.” I thank hon. members for
their hearing and I desire to say in conclusion
that I am not pessimistic in regard to the outlook.
Hard times are coming ; they are with us now.
It is the duty of all to 30 mould and create public
opinion and so direct public institutions, that
those hard times may be easily borne. I am
satisfied that the good sense of the people and
the resources of Australia will bring us to &
harmonicus end.

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM (North-East): In
common with othor hon. members who have
spoken I desire to express my regrot at the
death of our late President, Sir Henry Briggs,
I also wish to congratulate you, Sir, on attaining
the position of President of this Chamber. 1
believe with other hon. members that you richly
desorve the position ysu now ocenpy, The
Governor's Speech made roference to price-
fiing. Whilst listening to the remarks of Mr.
Cornell I had the pleasvre of hearing him say
almost what I intend to repeat, and that is that
the price-fixing legislation proposed by the
present Government seoms to me to be arriving
a little too late We know that the Labour
Goverument at the outhresk of war brought
down o price-fixing Bill which was made law
and it remained on the statute-book for something
like 12 months, but when the then Labour
Government proposed to re-enact that legislation
at the end of 12 months and were successful
in passing it through another place, this House
saw [it to defeat the Bill Since then, so far
as I can leam, the majority of the members of
this Chamber have awakened to the fact thab it
would have besn a pood thing in the interests
of the people if that legislation had passed when

© it wag introduced in 1915 or 1916. It was
claimed throughout the State that this ery of
profiteering was a delusion, aud that the business
community of Anstralia and particularly Western
Australin, were too patriotic to think of robbing
the peopls during the period of the nation’s
distress, that iz during the war period. However,
it seoms to me that not only are the Government
of the State convinced that robbery has been
going on, but the majority of people are realising
that there has beon thieving going on so far as
the cost of commoditiss is concerned, and it is
now proposed to introduce price fixing logisla-
tion, It is pointed out that when enacted it
wil! not have such control, or at any rate great
contrel over the cost of commodities which
are s0 necessary for the people. But we also
know that we have in our Federa! Parliamsot
what is lmown as a National Government, and
T believe they, too, are interested in this direction
end purpose passing price-fixing legislation
unider the title of a Commerce Bill. It must be
fresh in the minds of members that, 18 months
ago, the Labour movement in this State hronght
under the notice of the then Nationalist Premier,
Sir Henry Lefroy, the need of doing something
to control the prices of the necessaries of life
in the intercsts of the community.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: Was not Federal
price fixing in operation then ?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: Yes, but unfor.
tunately the legislation passed by the Federal
Government did not receive the sympathetic
administzation it should have received. As o
matter of fact, the very people administering
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the Federal Act were not in sympathy with
price-fixing. It was pointed out that it was
against the principles of the Nationalists through-
out Australia, and against the principlea of some
members of this House. Sir Henty Lefroy, on
that ocoasion, promised to give the matter every
consideration, and agreed to appoint & Royal
Commission to inquire whethor profiteering was
going on or whether there was any neod for legisla.
tion to control the ever-increasing cost of living.
Before the Cominission finished ite labours,
however, the Government cancelled it, Nothing
came of the repeated requests from congumers
throughout the country. On second thoughts,
and no doubt to meot the demands of the people
who have been driven to action through the high
prices of the necessaries of life during the last
few years, the (overnment now propose to
intreduce price-fixing legislation If the pro-
posed legislation is in the interosts of the people,
1 shall do nothing to tetard its progress in this
Chambor. 1 assure the leader of the House that
he will heve my support on any effective pricet
fixing legislation. I referred to the argumenta
adduced when the price fixing logislation of
1914 was before the Chamber. It was pointed
out that representatives of large trading firms
operating here were too patriotic to rob the
people ; but experience has teught us that we
have amongst us men who, while professing their
patriotism on the public platform, waving fags
and appealing to men to enlist and defend their
country, would stoop to rob those left behind
of some of the money in tho shapo of military
allotments left for their support. Tndustrial
unrest is a matter agitating the mind of the
(Government. Is it any wonder that we have
industrial unrest when the prices of the necessaries
of life are so high and the store houses are filled
with stocks of those self-same necessaries which
the paople eannot obtain * Owing to the heavy
ineresse in the cost of commodities, tho people
are not getting sufficient to enable them to live
on anything like the 1914 standerd. This is
the cause of industrial unrest in Australis, and
it iz one of the problems to be faced if we desire
to bring about an improvement in industrial
conditions. It has been pointed out by Judge
Heydon, President of the Arbitration Court in
New South Wales, that the increasing of wages
cannot continue to follow the high increases in
the cost of living. Many people are of opinion
that the demands of the workers for higher wages
ard responsible for the incressed cost of living,
whereas it 13 the other way about. Those
responsible are the profiteers who manipulate
the prices, force the workers to go to the Arbitra-
tion Cowrt and take dirset action to retain
something like their old standard of living.
Unless the Government are preparcd to act in
the direction of bringing abont a reduction in
the cost of living, we can only expect & con-
tinuance of the industrial unrest experienced
during the last 12 months. The workets will
not submit te a lowering of their standard of
living. They are out to retain and improve
upon the 1914 standard of living in this State.
It is opportuns to point out that the policy of
the present Governmeni contains no reference
to legislation of an industrial nature. There
is reference to o Shop and Factories Bill, but
seeing that nothing has been done to improve
induatrial legislation during the last five years
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one would surely bave expected the present
Govornment to bring down legislation to remedy
many of the well known defects in exiating laws.
There is the Arbitration Act. Union aftor union
has tried to bring its business before the court,
only to find many difficulties in the way to pre-
vent its getting to the court, When the Arbitra-
tion Act was passed, it was not regarded as a
perfect piece of legislation. Experience teaches.
But the Governments of the last three or four
years have made no attempt to amend the Arbitra-
tion Act, to make it at least more workable
and a little more popular with the workers,
The defects of the Act are well known. Those
desirous of mitigating the industrial unrest
should try to give the workers a little more
confidence in this statute. The Workers' Com-
pensation Act contains many known defects
and nothing iz mentioned in the Governor’s
Speech about amending it. Members ask what
can be done to bring about some measure of
botter feeling between ecapital and labour, If
we wish to improve the fecling between capital
and labour, we must meke an honest attempt
to place on the statate-book legislation which
will mean some improvement in the interests
of the workers. Nothing is suggested by the
Government in the direction of improving the
health conditions in the mining industry. I have
pointed out on two occasions the need for legisla-
tion to exclude consumptives from underground
work in the mines, Wo pride ourselves on our
edvanced legislation in health matters: yet
in South Africe a worker suffering from tuber-
culosis is not allowed to work in the mines.
There, it has been realised that a workman
infoctod withe the tubercular germ, working in
# confined place with another man, is a danger
to the other man, and to every man in the mine.
Yot yoar after year we have gone on, knowing
that many consumptives are working in our
mines, not only on the Golden Mile but in other
mining centres, and nothing has been done.
In the newapaper of the 27th October, 1917, was
a report of a party of British soldiers, taken
prisoner by the Germans, having been im-
prisoncd in & quarry with consumptives, and it
was characterised as a disgrace to civilisation
that the Germans should berd together healthy
and diseased men. Yet that same thing 1s
going on here under our very eyes year after
yoar, and no attempt is made to effect an im-
provement. No attempt is made to excluds
consumptives from underground work. It may
he argued that provision would have to be made
for men so excluded from their occupation.
If that excuse is put forward by the present
Government or any other Government, I shall
say that we have not reached that stage of
civilisation in which many people claim we are
living.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles : Would the State have
to provide for these consumptives ?

Hdn, J. CUNNINGHAM: What else?
Many of them could follow a surface occupation,
not being so far advanced as to require to be
placed in a sanstorium or a home of peace.
But employment would have to be found in
other cages. That is no resson, however, why
the present atate of affairs should be allowed to
continue, A tubercular case leaving tho gold.
fields for the ssnatorium is provided by the
Railway Department with & separate compart-
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ment in which to travel to Wooroloo, Yet the
game man may have been going down in a cage
into the mine day after day with. four or five men
and working with them in the stopss. When
ke has developed the disease to such an extent
that he hes to go to the place whero all miners
go who stick to their job long enough, namely,
the sanatorium, then a separate compartment
is provided for him, segregating him from other
travellers on the railways, because if has been
realised that he is a danger to the public health.
Lot me repeat s few considerations T urged re-
garding the Wooroloo sanatorium when speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply last year. I pointed
out then that, under the conditions obtaining .
at the sanatorium, many of the patients whe
enter the ingtitution do not got a fair deal, I
refer to those cases which are in the early stages
of the disense. I stated last session that the
doctor in oharge of the ssnatorium wag mot
raceiving a fair deal either, because under such
conditiona the person suffering from the disease
in an early atage is placed with a person who has
entered the sanatorium only to die, When the
sanatorium was first erected, I understood thet
it was to bo for the treatment of tubercular
cages in the early stages, with a view to offecting
cures if possible. But there is no chance of that
under the conditions which obtain. Tho de-
pressing effect that the sight of those in the
advanced stage has on patients entering with
the disease in an early stage, is such &3 to cause
the newcomers to lose heart. The paticnt says
to himself, *“ This is what I have to come to,
this is what is shead of me. What an outlook ! ™
There is no incentive for the new patient to
try and get well. That is something which could

“and should be remedied. Camacs entering tho

sanatorium in an advanced stage should be
entirely segregated from cases in the early stages.
Last session & measure was pagsed for
the settlement of returned soldiers and sailors
on the Jland. I have had » few come-
munications from the Land Settlement Board
nsking me to supply certain particulats of
returned men who have applied for land.
Upon reading the gquestions, with a view
to furnishing answers, I arrived at the -con-
clusion that the returned soldier who has not
had previous experience of farming stands no
chance of having his application granted. The
title of the measure is the Returned Soldiers
and Sailors Settlement Act. But where can
the sailor possibly como in unless he has had
farming experience when very young ? I not,
there 18 no prospect whatever of his receiving
any of the benefita supposed to bo granted to
him by that Act. I understand also that the Act
containg provision for settlement on the land
of the dependants of soldiers whe have been
killed. Many of those dependants are young,
perhaps 15 or 16 years of age ; and what chance
have those lads of gotting any land under the
messure if the Land Settloment Board continue
to administer the Act a8 I understand they are
doing at the present time ? In his reply the
leader of the House should at least afford some
enlightenment on these points. Let me refer
briefly to the present position of the mining
industry, and say a few words on the adminis-
tration of the Mines Department during the
lagt 12 months, Last, seasion we were told
that & sum of £50,000 had been set aside for
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the purpose of assisting the mining industry,
but now we find thet & sum of only £6,000 has
actually been expended in that direction, I
know for a fact that in the country north of
Kalgoorlis the mining industry has almost gone
out of existence ; that is, outside the well estab-
lished mines. Ceortainly some well established
mines are still operating, but most of the smaller
mines have gone ; and many of the prospectors
who formerly made their living in the country
have also lefy the district. That state of affairs
hag been brought about by the very great in-
crease in the cost of production, including the
cost of living. Some years ago the local busi.
ness people could afford to back prospecting
parties. Owing to the heavy increase in the
cost of living and also increases in railway
froights, business people cannot now afford to
back prospecting parties, Tn addition, we have
the increase in the cost of steel, gelignite, and
other mining requisites. These factors to a
lazge extent have brought sbout the decline in
the mining industry, and, unless some alteration
is effected, mining in the back country will go
out of existence altogether. One of the hardest
blows that the mining industry has received since
the armistice is the additional impost of about
125, 6d. per case on gelignite. I have been told
by mining men on the BEastern Goldfields that
that incroase means an additional burden of
£72,000 'per annum for the industry. Very
little has been heard in the way of protest against
this additional impost. That i3 a most remark-
able thing. When the workers make a demand
for a slight increase in wages, they arec immediate-
ly told that they are doing something which is
going to kill the industry. ‘Fhey will be told
this even if the demand amounts to only a few
paltry thousand pounds per annum. But here
in one hit we have £72,000 added to the annual
cost of production, and very little said about it.
No doubt those whe could protest realise the
position in which they find themselves. They
know that they are in tho maw of the monopo-
lists of Great Britain, because shortly after the
signing of the armistice Nobel's of C(Hasgow
amalgamated 37 companies manufacturing ex-
plosives in Cireat Britain, and thus a combine
has been established, with the result of thia
additional burden of £72,000 per annum on
gold production in Western Australia. These
are gome of the things which are helping to cripple
our mining industry, and it is enly right that
attention should be drawn to them, since many
people hold the opinion that it is the ever in-
croasing demands of the worker that have
brought about the present condition of mining
in this State. Befere concluding, 1 desire to
rofer to certain remarks which Mr. Allen made
here a few nights ago. Referring to some
vigtimisations at Fremantle, Mr. Allen asked,
“ Are the Trades Hall authorities prepared to
stand by their guarantee to the Ciovernment
that there showld be no victimisation and
no intimidation ?” It i8 not the policy of
the Trades Hall to throw its protecting mantle

over those unfertunate people who were
known at Fremantle as loyalists. What the
Trades Holl agreed to was that, so far

as the Labour movement is concerned, there
should be no vendefte against these people,
that these people were not to be pursued. And
the Trades Hall have stuck to that ; there has
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heen no breach of their undertaking, But as
for going round and following up membors,
whether they be lumpers or miners or navvies,
and standing Letween them and the people
known as national workers, such is not the
funetion of the Labour movement, That is
not the duty of what is called the Trades
Hall. It is not the policy of the Labour move.
ment to protect people whom we look upon as
soabs and blacklegs, to put it plainly. That is
the way those people are regarded, Attention
might be drawn to another aspect of this mastter.
I do not know that Mr. Allen busied himself
when the families of the Fromantle lumpers
were being victimised for something like two
vears after the trouble of 1917, WNo effort was
made by outsiders to come to their rescue, The
Labour movenent had to do its best in collecting
money to feed the people who had been victimised
through their action in 1917. It is not the policy
af Labour to go eround policing those who have
done something detrimental to organised Labour,
Mr. Hickey referred to the strilke in Meekatharra
in 1916, Some 40 or §0 men left Meckatharra
and went to Kalgoorlie. When they made
application for employment they were asked
by the employers whence they had come, and
on stating that they had come from Meeka-
tharra they found there iwas no work. There
is victimisation. Yet no membor in this House
other than a Labour member, tried to do any-
thing about that. Now we are expected to
throw the mantle of Tabour over those unfortu-
nato people in Fremantle. I do not intend to say
very much in connection with the trouble which
took place in Fremantle. We all admit that it
wag most unforpunate. I believe it would have
been settled had it been teken in hand by the
Government earlier. But the trouble was not
handlied as firmly as it should have been and,
in consequence, we had that fissco on the Sunday
morning. It has left a great deal of bitterness,
but I do mot know that we can improve things
by continually referring to it. I believe that
we have congtitutional means for remedying
gome of the ills under which we labour, Mr,
Cornell pointed out that political action was
useless, and said also that direct action waa not
only useless but was a menace to socieby. If
political action is no good, and if direct action
is even worse, what means are the workers to
adopt to bring about any betterment of their
conditions * The only thing remaining is to
crawl and smoodge. I believe we can, by con-
stitutional means, better the conditions of the
people, not only of Western Australin but of
the Commonwealth. If a proper feeling ia
desired batween the capitalists and the workers,
the capitalists will have to meet the workers
in & more friendly manner than in the past.
Every advance that has been made by Labour
to better the conditions of the people has been
met by the employers with open hostility. They
have never made any advance to meet the
workers in the direction of trying to under-
atand their wants and requirements with a view
of legislating to bring about & better state of
affairs. When the employers are prepared to
de that and to give the workers a fair deal, weo
may expect a better feeling than obtains at
present ; but as long as the emplayers sit back
and fight all industrial legislation we ghall con_
tinue to find ourselves surrounded by the unresy
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of to-day. Unless the cost of living is reduced
this unrest will certainly continue ; becauss the
workers realise that it not a matter of going to
the Arbitration Court and getting ls. a day
increase. They know that what is necessary
is to reduce the cost of living. They go to the
court asking for an inorease in wages and they
got, perhaps, ls. a day incresse. But . the
profiteer has the right to increase the cost of
living, and so within three months after the
award is dolivered the evidence on which it is
based has been destroyed by the increased cost
of living. When the Government are prepared
to control the cost of living some better feeling
will be brought about between the worker and
the employer.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (¥ast): I deeply
regret the loss sustained by the death of
the late Pregident, and I congratulate you,
Sir, upon yom elevation to the presidential
(.‘han We all dppreciate your marked
wbility for the position, and we have the
utmost confidence in your determination to
fully protect the rights and privileges of
the House. T trust you will have long life
and health to continue for many years in
your lionourable position. Alse I wish to
extend a weleome to Myr. Panton. With

other hon. members, T deplove the almost wni-

versal mdnstnal unrest and the greatly in-
erensed ¢ost of living, I do not hold that
the work of repatriation should have been
‘put in hand iong ago. The soldiers have
done mueh for us, and I am convinced that
Western Australia and the Commonwealth
intend to do justly by the soldiers. But it
is clear that to have gone ahend too hastily
with repatriation schemes would have been
to invite serions and perhaps costly imis-
takes. While our men were away ut the
Front the available labour remaining in the
State was reduced to a minimum, and pro-
duction would have ceased altogether had

that labour been diverted to the preparing

of farms in anticipation of the return of
the soldiers. For want of labour our pro-
duetion has heen greatly reduced. T feel
that the wvnlue of omr wheat, when produc-
tion shall have resumed normal proportions,
will do mueh to help the State out of her
financial difficuities. Tk ig all very well to
find fanlt with the Government for not
having made more vapid headway with

vepatriatjon, but when we remember the
strain  uwnder which the Stafe has heen
working, it will be seen that mueh has

already been done. ‘

Hon. J. Cornell: Even the machinery Act
was not passed until the war was won.

Hen. V. HAMERSLEY: A great many re-
turned soldiers have not been very anxious to
leave the towns., T agree with Mr, Panton,
who seaid the other night that, owing io
the strain they had been under, many of
them were not anxions to embark upon any
definite voeation until they should have en-
joved a brief spell. They have practically
egased to take any responsibility for any-
thing. They were so long waiting to earry
ent the work they were ordered to do

_ment which has taken place.
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tiat they were not inclined to jump into.
the new life before them, aed take the
responsibilities attached to  whatever they
might undertake, The Premier is to be con-
gratulated upon the great work he has
nrow started in the matter of land settle-
ment, and the great impetus to that settle-
I well re-
member passing through the Lands Depart-
ment some months ago when one’s foot-
steps echoed down the corridor from one
end to the other. The inactivity of the
Lands Depnrtment has been a blight upon
the couutry for the last four years, Those
who were likely to embark upon the land
had their confidence destroyed. ]

Hon, .J. Cornell: That is to say they were
waiting for the Hen. .Jag. Mitchell to be-
conie Minister for Lands,

Hoz, V. HAMERSLEY : The fact re-
mains that within a week of -Mr, Mitehell
tuking over the Premicrship a very difter-
ent position avose, I heard one or two
méan in the Lands Department remark that
there wus a different atmosphere ahout the
plase now. Within the last day or-two [
lave been astonished te find the number
of people who are eagerly seanuing the
maps to take up land, and the number of

inquiries that are being made,  There. are
also  many people eagerly inquiring for
some of the land originally taken up,

and there are men beginning to scour the
hack country to find some property whish
they can scenre. The Premier has sturted
that enthusinsm so necessary to the life of
the commnnity, which will restore in a
great measure the confidence of the publie
and our financial institutions.  If the Pre-
mier’s enthusiasm has this cffect, it will
go o long way towards the repatriation of
our soldiers. Repatriation does unot rest
entirely with the Governmenat, but rests
too with the communities in whieh the
settlers are going to start their new life.
The surrounding setflers can do very mueh
that the Government eamuot do for those
neode,

Hon, H. Millington: Theré are many of
lhis old victims eagerly inquiring for buyers.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: We have Ynd
here that is cheaper than in any other part

“of the world and ¢limatic conditions which

cannot be beaten. 2Ar. Mills refarved to
the apportunities men have for settling on
I'he pastoral areas, and said that a suifable
home eould be built for £50. I agree with
him. I have heard the remark made by
old settlers that a hollow log will make a
very good home at times. In these days
the eost of a home should not be one of the
fitst things to which aktention shonld he
devoted. Many of our finest settlers have
done’ without expensive homes for a few
years. While a man is single he does not re-
quire to have a large houwse on his selection,
When bis selection reaches that stage of de-
velopment when he ean bring a wife to it, he
can build his house and we shall then be on
the right road to success with our closer set-
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tiement scheme. Attention ean then be turned
by our settlers to dairying. Without a family
a settler cannot well make a suecess of
dairying. Bvery country which has mude
a success of this industry has done so by
means of c¢hild labour. We capnot furce
this industry until men who have settied
on vur lands have got their families prow-
ing up around them, from whieh they will
derive the necessary labonr to enable them
to carry on their operations. The absence
of our men at the Front has made it impos-
sible for settlers to rely upon the necessary
labour required to develop their farms, Many
important works would have been embarked
upon had it not been for the scarcity of
labour, becanse the ownerg dared not
start them lest it should be impossible to
get the necessary labour to complete them,
n time we shall find that men will be
prepaved to take on the responsibilities of
farming. 'With the return of our seldiers,
greater confidemee and a greater feeling
of security will be engendered amongst the
investing publie.
re-open some of our larger areas and in all
probability our mining industry will go
ahead again, The mining industry could not
have continued when gold bad to be sold at
a fixed price. The working costs have gone
up and values in the mines have gone down.
Wages have also increased, so .that gold
production has been anything but a payable
business. Those who represent the mining
areas in Parliament will have a hard row to
hoe to keep their electors in their districts.
There is indeed a danger of an exodus from
the fields to the pastoral areas. We hope to
have thousands of men coming to us from
overseas. This magnificent country is bound
to attract men to-day. With this confidence
in the country and its finances restored, 1
feel satisfied there will be very much betier
progress made in our miniag industry. I
am also confident that wé shall receive better
prices for our wheat, and that wheat growing
will become a sound proposition in this State.
TIi is a good thing to have had our present
Premier to take hold of the destinies of the

country. It has been elaimed that one of the.

panaceas of our evils is the taxation of unim-
proved land adjoining ounr railways. I do
not altogether agree with that idea, nor with
the idea that we have built enough railways.
Tt has been said that we have too great a
mileage of railway per head of the popula-
tion when compared with other countriea.
We have no need to be afraid of this posi-
tion but should he proud of it. I hope we
shall keep well ahead of other countries in
this respect. We may consider that the cost
of railways here iz so much less than it is
in other parts of the world, If it is net, it
shonld be. Mr. Teesdale Smith onee offered
to build 1,000 miles of light railway to open
up this State at a cost of a million pounds.
That was the price at which ha considered
railways should be built here. This eomntry
i3 very poorly supplied with rivers. We have
ng mezns of transport execept by either road
or railway. If we want to develop our inland
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We shall then be able to

. try distriets.

resources we must build roads, but if we can
build railways as cheaply as that it is better
to do so. That being the case, we should
not compare the mileage per head of the
poprulation with that appertaining in other
States but should take imto consideration the
cost- at which the work ean be done. Those
who took up land along the railways have
probably had te pay more for it. The Gov-
ernment are also reaping the benefit of the
revenues derived from increased prices put
upon the land through which the railways
ran before that land had been taken up.

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles: What about the
lond held before the railways were built?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: 8o far as that
land is concerned I think the majority of
people who held it sold it and got out of
the country, and unfortunately for those who
bonght it they felt they had rather the worst
end of the bargain. Certainly they did, and
so far as the unimproved value was concerned
they paid for it very dearly. T put this
question to those who think in that direction, .
that had it not heen for those people at the
end of the railways which were bhuilt the
people living in the towns would have starved
or else would have had ito pay high prices for
their produce, beeause in the absence of rail-
ways that produce would have had to be
carted over great distances. At the present
time it is suggested that an Act of Parlia-
ment shall be passed to control the cost of
living. If the railways bhad not been built
years ago an Act would have been demanded
by the people in the towns as against those
in the country districts to keep down the cost
of commedities, =~ However, that was not
done, and it iz a good thing for the State
that it was mnot dome. The railways have
been cheaply constructed, but I am not satis-
fied that we are getting the best results. TUp
to the present time I do not know what the
position is with regard to the Commissioner
who is to be appointed. There might have
been some mention made of the matter in the
Governor’s Speech. We have been looking
forward {o drastic changes in the Railway
Department. I am convinced that the Mid-
land Railway, which is controlled by a com-
pany, is giving much more gatisfaction to the
people served by it than is the case with the
State owned railways., It would be interest-
ing to make a comparison between the two
gystems, Personally T think the result would
he in favour of the privately owned company.

Hon. H. J. Saunders: The Midland Rail-
way i3 run at a loss.

Hon, V., HAMERSLEY: The State rail-
ways are also being run st a less. The loss
on the Midland Railway, I believe, is due to
the fact thdt the company have to pay very
heavy State and Federal taxation. Of course
that is a very severe drain on their resources.

“With regard to our own railways and the

gquestion of edueation, it is a pity we have
not been #ble to make greater use of them
to reduee the number of schools in the coun-
It seems to me that it would
be a gimple matter to run motor vehicles on
the rails. These could travel over many
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miles and take many echildren to gchool,
The vehicles could also be utilised to carry
& few passengers, mails, and parcels from
time to time. In many insteneces I am con.
vineed wa are not getting the best service
fo our country railways. L shounld be glad
to see a deflnite appointment made to econ-
trol the system, and then to see whether we
cannot get more up to date methods intro-
duecd. I would like to have seen some men-
tion made in the Governor’s Speech of an
agriceltural college. This guestion, I under-
stood, was being taken up by the Govern-
ment. If we did establish an agricultural
college iv the State it should be ore that
we tould be proud of. It should be in a
sufficient area of ground that would leave
room for much work to be carried ont. The
misfortune we have suffered under is that
our overhead charges have become too great,
The . establishment - gets overloaded with
buildings and it is not in a sofficiently con-
venient position to attract the nnmber of
students required to make it a successful in-
stitution, Preparation ghould be made for
a large number of stedents. They need not
necesgarily be drawn from within the State,
bot we should anticipate getting a number
from the Old Country or from the outside
world. There are many who would take ex-
ception to my suggestion that a large area
shonld be set aside, but I would like to stress
the point that it should be g large area sg
that the students would he convinced in
their own winds that they had gone through
u complete course of training, and at the

same time those who would be likely to em-.

ploy them afterwards would be more eon-
vineed of the value of the education the stu-
dents had rgeeived. We would in thai way
experignce greater suecess. There are many
properties which require managers and those
in control of them would invariably ap-
proach an agrienltural college and select stu-
dents from guch an institution. T hope the
Government will not lose sight of these facts
which T have related. ‘When an agrieultural
college is catablished, an area should also
be set aside for forestry, because we want
cvery one of the settlers who has a large
property to give his attention to forestry,
Bvery one of these estates mnst give its at-
tention to its*own supplies of firewood and
its own supplies of wood on its own pro-
perty for fencing. purposes in the future,
Hence the manager we shall want to employ
will have to be someone who will give his
attention to that kind of thing. 1 mention
these matters becanse, as time goes on, it
will be found more and more necessary to
give attention to these guestions.” We cannot
expect fto give satisfaction to those who are
likely to require the services of graduates
from such a college, unless the college -is
established on wide limes. Before 1 conclude
T desire to endorse the remarks made by Mr.
Rose to-day, when he referred to the work
which was heing done by the Ugly Men's
Agociation in the way of educating and
training some of the returned soldiers and
others who have to await the decisions of

‘only
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the Lands Department or the military au-
thorities before they can turn their atten-
tion to some definite pursmit. I have seen
some of these young fellows about town,
and felt sorry for them, because time ap-
peared to be hanging heavily on their hands.
They are being given an opportunity to learn
a little about tinemithing, blacksmithing and
carpentry, and various other things which
will be of the utmost value to them, and 1
fecl that the. people who are doing such
good work are doing more perhaps than
those who put their hands into their pockets
and give £3, £10, or £20. T thank hon. mem-
bers for their attention during the eppur-
tunity I have had of wmaking these few re-
marks,

On motion by the Minister for Education
debate adjourned.

Housa adjowrned at 9.30 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PINE PLANTATION,
LUDLOW,
Mr.  PICKERING asked the Minister for
Mings: 1, What is the reason for cutting
down the large area of pines on the Ludlow

‘Mantation? 2, Who was responsible for the

planting of the pines, and what was the
cost? 3, What is the intention of the depart-
ment with regard to the denuded area¥ 4,
I this action was necessitated owing to an
error in planting, what is the estimated loss
to the State cousequent thercupon?

The HONORARY MINISTER (fer the
Minister for Mines) replied: 1, Beeause
they were dying. 2, Forestry Advis-
ory Board, consiting of Mr. Adams, Mr,
J.'C. Port, and Sir Newton Moore. The cost
will be aseertained. 3, Replant with a pine
that will grow (viz., Maritime Pine) in the
g0il and climate of the distriet. 4, This can
be ascertained when the pines being
cut are sold.



